But in the meantime Pope Innocent secured another severe law against the mathematicians. His situation had hardly been one of dignity or comfort.
Augustine retained his belief in the powers of the astrologer for a number of years. He was severely taken to task for it by the proconsul, Vindicianus, who crowned him after a prize oration in the theatre, and who seems to have taken a warm interest in his progress. A favourite pupil of his, Nebridius, also continually ridiculed his belief. But it was not until he had made considerable progress in astronomy, and was faced with a large number of failures to predict, that he parted with a belief which had afforded him amusement, if not enthusiasm, for so many years. He then, as is the wont of such characters as his, takes a most sombre view of his old opinion, and denounces it and its supporters in embittered terms.
